
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DESERT SUN PRE-RALLY 
A “Newbie’s” Perspective 
Jean & Bob Bartlett 
 

 
 
Outdoor Resorts at Rancho California in Aguanga 
was the beautiful setting for the Desert Sun Rally.  
Even though the “desert sun” didn’t show its face 
very often and the weather was unseasonably cool, 
that didn’t dampen our spirits. Outdoor Resorts 
beautiful clubhouse was made available to us for all 
of our meals, meetings and partying. Their staff 
designated an area for our rally, and allowed 
Guaranty RV to park the new Alpine Coach models 
in their clubhouse parking lot for our viewing. 
 
Seventy-three Alpine Coaches were on hand from 
around the country for the festivities. 
The fun began on Tuesday with a happy hour and 
heavy hors d ‘oeuvres get together (which truly was 
more like a meal). Gale Johnson, the rally director 
“extraordinaire”, was on hand to explain the activities 
for the rally. The ACA board added to the fun by 
giving out daily door prizes, not to be upstaged by the 
rolls of toilet paper flying about the room. During the 
evening all the rally first timers (newbie’s) including 
Bob & I were introduced. What a warm welcome we 
all received!   
 
On Wednesday morning we were treated to a great 
welcome breakfast of Canadian bacon and cheese and 
mushroom omelets.  Lindsey Hargett & Rich Ellis of  

 
 
 

A VIEW FROM THE SUMMIT 
 

VOLUME 7, ISSUE 3 JULY 2006 

  

 
Guaranty R.V. Centers were our gracious and 
generous sponsors for the rally. For our viewing 
they brought in a variety of new Alpine Coaches 
and as a special treat the new Apex models were on 
display.  What a great way to show off the new 
models to the people who appreciate them the 
most! Guaranty offered special rally pricing as well 
as WRV’s offer of $5,000 cash on any purchase at 
the rally. 

Look What’s Inside 
 
Rally News   pg   2 
WRV NEWS    pg   8 
Rally Calendar                   pg 11 

 
Thursday morning the ladies gathered for an 
orientation given by Carrie Penny of the Temecula  
Valley Convention and Visitor’s Bureau. It proved 
to be very helpful information on the areas 
wineries, Old Town district, casinos and local 
shopping areas. While the wines of Southern 
California may not compare to Northern California 
wines, the Temecula Valley wineries ambiance and 
scenery proved to be both beautiful and friendly 
settings. Definitely worth the trip. After lunch, the 
men were treated to a Gear Head Session. Thanks 
to all the Gear Head Experts.  Brian Resseker from 
Allison, Mike Young from Cummins, Joe Elwell 
from HWH/Silverleaf, Norm Anderson from Onan 
and Mike Swenson from Xantrex Inverters.  All of 
your knowledge, time and patience were 
appreciated. We all know the guys could have 
stayed all day with you asking questions.  The 
evening’s social hour was a wine and cheese party 
sponsored by Guaranty RV’s Lindsey, Rich & 
Don.  It was held outside all the new Alpine 
Coaches which were again opened up for our 
viewing. I think the wine could have influenced a 
few buyers! 
   
WRV was very supportive at the Rally.  Ron Doyle 
and Jeff Lake and Burk Morgan were present to 
greet us. Their offer of $5,000 cash for any coach 
purchased at the rally was very generous. WRV 
service techs headed by Max Zackula were on hand 
for the first few days of the rally and also at the 
FMCA Pomona Convention to perform up to three 
minor service items on our Alpine Coaches. This 
was really appreciated by all. Thanks WRV. 
 
Friday, we had free time to explore the Temecula 
Valley Region. Some toured the beautiful wineries, 
some tried their luck at the local casino, Pechanga, 
and some of us visited Old Town Temecula. The 
tasting of local olive oils from the Temecula Olive 
Oil Company was a surprise favorite with the 
ladies.  Friday evening, being St. Patrick’s Day we 
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were treated to a feast of Corned Beef and Cabbage, 
potatoes and Irish soda bread. Everyone claimed to 
be Irish! 
Saturday morning, our last day, was a coffee and rolls 
caravan briefing to the FMCA Convention by Gale 
Johnson. With his organization skills you could tell 
he has done this many times!  The evening dinner 
was great. I think everyone loved the chicken; maybe 
we could get the recipe and print it in a newsletter? 
The dinner was followed by a “High Energy” show 
of music and dancing. This was a great way to end 
the rally and to say goodbye to old and new friends. 
Sunday morning 30 + Alpine Coaches led by Gale 
and Lowell Potvin with Ken Pysick bringing up the 
rear headed for the FMCA Convention in Pomona.  
What a sight that was going down the freeway!  
Upon arriving, Gale had arranged for all of us to be 
together in one designated area. Being together made 
it possible to carry on the rally fun. Anyone who has 
attended a FMCA Convention knows what’s its like 
to be a kid in a candy store! 
 
As “newbie’s” Bob & I didn’t know what to expect at 
the rally. What a pleasant surprise for us to meet so 
many great people who had many RV adventures to 
share.  We were probably most impressed with all the 
time and effort the board members put into planning 
the rally and making sure everything was right. Gale 
and Joan Johnson, Claudia Gayhart and the rest of the 
board were always available with a smile and a 
helping hand to everyone. I don’t think anyone 
realizes how much planning and time goes into 
something like this. Thanks to you all for a great 
experience. 
 
Congratulations to Larry and Beverly Grams for the 
purchase of their new home away from home at 
Outdoor Resorts in Rancho California.  
Congratulations also goes out to those of you who 
bought one of the brand new Alpine/Apex models. 
We will look forward to seeing you all down the 
road. A big thanks to all the volunteers that helped 
with the food set up and clean-up during the rally.    
 
Bob and I not only joined the ACA; we also signed 
up to be members of the friendly, loud group that 
really knows how to party. The So-Cal Group!! 
 
Again, thanks to all for a great rally and a warm 
welcome.   
 
 
 
 

   Board Messages 
 

Rally News 
From the Fun and Games 

Department… 
 

ACA RALLY DIRECTOR 

   Gale Johnson 
 
 
“Heritage Rally”…New name for ACA Fall 
Event.  
We’ve changed the name for the annual ACA 
October Rally beginning with the October 2006 
Nashville Rally.  “Heritage Rally” more clearly 
represents the format of this annual event and will 
allow us to reprise the “Homecoming” name when 
we truly return home to the Yakima area. 
 
The “Heritage Rallies” will endeavor to showcase 
America’s unique and memorable locations or 
events.  The 2006 Nashville Heritage Rally is the 
first such destination.  In October 2007 we will 
participate in the Balloon Festival in 
Albuquerque, NM and in November 2008 we will 
return to Branson, MO to enjoy the all-new 
Holiday Shows.  “Homecoming” and a return to 
the Yakima-area and the WRV factory are on tap 
for Fall of 2009. 
 
Just added to the lineup for the October Nashville 
Heritage Rally is a visit and tour of the Corvette 
Assembly Plant in Bowling Green, KY.  We will 
tour the factory in the morning…break for a 
catered lunch… participate in a professional 
“Gearhead Session”…and then tour the National 
Corvette Museum before returning to the 
Nashville KOA for the night.  We also have 
musical entertainment booked for Nashville as well 
as a visit to The Grand Ole Opry. 
 
We’re all aware that fuel costs are becoming a 
factor for many ACA members.  Therefore, we will 
continue to work to keep all of the National Rallies 
scheduled 2-3 years in advance.  This will allow 
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you to economically plan your travel and allow as 
many people as possible to include ACA National 
Rallies in their itineraries.  Advance scheduling will 
also encourage all ACA Chapters to set their 
individual Rally schedules so as to not overlap 
national events. 
 
The next 2006 Rally on the schedule is the Charlotte 
Pre-Rally…August 8-13…at Forest Lake Thousand 
Trails.  The 2006 Nashville Heritage Rally is 
scheduled for October 3-8, 2006.  
 
We’ll kick off 2007 with the traditional Desert Rat 
Rally (DRR VI) at Quartzsite, AZ.  The Rally dates 
are January 18-23.  March 13-18, 2007 we’ll gather 
at the Hilton Head, NC Outdoor Resorts for the 
Perry, GA Pre-Rally.  For August 7-12, 2007 we’ve 
selected the Pacific Shores Outdoor Resorts at 
Newport, OR for an oceanfront Pre-Rally ahead of 
the Redmond, OR FMCA National Convention. The 
Albuquerque Balloon Festival “Heritage Rally” is 
scheduled for October 9-13, 2007.  And…we’ll 
celebrate the beginning of 2008 with January’s DRR 
VII in Arizona. 
 
Nashville Registration materials should be in the mail 
about the time you receive this Newsletter and DRR 
VI materials should reach you in October. 
 
Remember…there will be ACA General Membership 
meetings held at the Nashville Heritage Rally (with 
the installation of new ACA Board Members) and at 
DRR VI. 
 
Join us…there’s lots to do and see at all of the 
upcoming Alpine Coach Association Rallies.  We’ll 
see you down the road.  Safe travels! 
             (alpinerallies@aol.com) 
  
 

A MESSAGE FROM THE MOBILE OFFICE 

   Claudia Gayhart 
 
Now that summer is upon us, many of you are 
traveling and enjoying your wonderful Alpine 
Coaches.  Please try to be safe while on and off the 
road. 
 

This year fuel prices have taken another jump and 
held tight to the $3.00+ per gallon mark.  We have 
considerably modified our trip because of this.  We 
also normally travel at 62 MPH and get around 7 - 
9 miles per gallon.  This year we’re trying 
something new.  We’ve cut the speed down to 55 
MPH and are now getting consistently over 9 MPG 
and approaching 10 MPG frequently.  What a 
difference that has made.  Since we’re retired, we 
don’t work off of deadlines anymore so we have 
the time to cruise across the country at a slower 
speed and enjoy the view just a little longer.   
 
Very soon, I will be sending out ballots for this 
year’s election for the Alpine Coach Association 
Board of Directors.  Please check your mailbox 
beginning the first week in August for yours. 
 
We have 7 energetic members who have willingly 
volunteered to run for the 3 available positions of 
President, Treasurer and Chapter Director.  The 
newly elected officers will serve a 2 year term from 
October, 2006 to October, 2008.  I strongly 
encourage you to review their biographies and 
pictures included with your ballot before making 
your decision.  Then I want you to cast your vote 
for the 3 candidates who you feel would serve your 
organization best over the next 2 year period.  I can 
tell you from experience that this group of 
dedicated volunteers works very hard to keep your 
club running smoothly.  Their efforts should be 
transparent to you ‘the member’ so that you can 
enjoy the 2 major benefits of our club which are: 
sharing fun and friendship and receiving a great 
newsletter filled with good information.   
 
I have a request of our membership.  Please let 
us know what you want to see in this newsletter.  
Are we meeting your needs with the information 
we write about?  Is there some way we can 
improve on what we are sending you on a quarterly 
basis?  All of your director’s phone numbers and e-
mail addresses are included in this newsletter.  I 
would like for you to contact us to let us know 
where we can improve.  Also, if you have 
information you would like to share with the other 
members, please write an article and send it in to 
the newsletter editor.   She will attempt to 
accommodate all submissions from members based 
on space available.  We want to keep this a high 
quality publication and with your help, we can 
accomplish our task. 
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TREASURER’S CHEST 
 
 
 
 
 
Kathy Nicholsen 
It is always relatively 

quiet for this quarter in the Treasurer's Office.  Tax 
returns got filed and we are between rallies so there is 
little to report.  I hope all of you drive safely during 
your summer travels.  See you in Nashville. 
 
 

FROM THE SECRETARY’S DESK 

   Kay Watts 
   
Since the last issue Ted and I attended the Good Sam 
Rally in Daytona Beach, Fl.  It was held at the 
Daytona International Motor Speedway.  We had 
never been race fans but now have a much greater 
appreciation of this sport and are looking forward to 
the August, FMCA rally at the LOWE motor 
speedway with anticipation.  The track was 
“AWESOME” as my grandson would say.  So even 
if you are not race fans you WILL enjoy just being 
there, seeing, exploring, and learning about racing.  
Of course the FMCA educational opportunities and 
the RV toy store as I call the Vendor Booth area are 
always enticing.  Come join in the fun. 
 
I recently received the ACA roster from FMCA and 
noted that there are several Alpine owners who have 
not renewed or are late renewing their FMCA 
membership. We ask that you continue your 
membership by paying your dues to FMCA.  If you 
have not joined FMCA we encourage you to do so. 
Consider it a bonus. Membership provides many 
valuable benefits, some free and others at a nominal 
cost to you.  If you would like to know more visit 
FMCA’s web site (www.fmca.com) or talk to any of 
your Board or many fellow ACA members. 
 
You may have noted that my previous articles have 
included news from our members about illness or 
death in the family.  Cards are sent at these times so 
please continue to keep me informed of these 

happenings.  Good news is also welcome.  I have 
learned that Sandy and Lowell Potvin have sold 
their home, are building a new condo, and buying a 
new Alpine. Wil and Barb Rathke who went full 
time in their new Alpine after Hilton Head last year 
have discovered the Hill country of Texas suits 
them just fine and have settled there.  Gale and 
Joan Johnson are now official snowbirds with a 
new pad in Arizona. Isn’t Rv’ing great?! 
 
I have recently learned of the passing of Bettie 
Panch.  Bettie and Marvin were active early 
members in ACE, our East coast chapter, and of 
ACA.  Poor health forced an end to their RV 
lifestyle.  They were a lot of fun to be around. 
Bettie will be missed by all those who knew her. 
Our thoughts are with Marvin and their close ACA 
friends. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP MEMOS 

   Earlene Bloomquist 
 
 
Hi everyone, I hope you are having a wonderful 
summer. We will be in the southeast this year 
trying to see the last 8 states that we haven't 
visited. We expect to be there until April 2007.  
Jerry and I left our lot in Congress, AZ. on June 5th. 
While there, we finished building a house and an 
RV Garage for the time we no longer travel 
fulltime. 
 
I want to thank each of you who have already sent 
in your ACA Membership Dues renewals for 
2006/2007.  Those of you that have not sent them 
in, please remember your ACA Membership Dues 
should be paid by June 30, 2006. Please send your 
renewals to me as soon as possible. We appreciate 
your assistance in keeping our costs low. Each time 
a reminder is sent, additional costs are incurred. 
Our fiscal year begins July 1st and ends June 30th. 
If you have any questions please e-mail me at 
jebloom@pocketmail.com or phone me at 509-
969-2503.  
 
Also, as a reminder Gale Johnson has planned 
many wonderful rallies this year in the Eastern part 
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of the United States.  Jerry and I hope to see you all 
there. 
 
DON'T FORGET: ACA MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE 
DUE JUNE 30, 2006. Cost for one year: $35.00.  
 
 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 
Please mail the following form for any address 
changes to:     

ACA Memberships  
5808A Summitview, #337 
Yakima, WA 98908  

 
Or E-Mail the changes to: 
 

jebloom@pocketmail.com 
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CHAPTER TALK 

   Gail Stacy 
 
It’s getting really hot here in sunny Las Vegas; I 
sure hope it’s cooler wherever you are.  Our 
chapters are all having a great time at their rallies 
and gatherings.  The TEXANS have now become 
an official chapter and NorCal will do so in early 
2007.  We’re still hoping for interest to begin in 
our Midwest region this year.  If you would enjoy 
getting together more often with ACA members 
that live in your region of the country, please 
contact one of the chapter regions listed below.  
John and I certainly enjoy our membership in the 
SoCal Chapter and have made lifelong friends 
there. 
 
Southern California (SoCal) 
Gail Stacy 
 
The SoCal Chapter had 23 member coaches at 

Coach Serial # 
Name _______
New Address _
City ________
New Phone   (_
New Cell Phon
New E-Mail A
FMCA # _____

Coach Serial # 
Name _______
New Address _
City _________
New Phone   (_
New Cell Phon
New E-Mail Ad
FMCA # _____
 

 

Change-of-Address Form 
__________(last 5 digits) 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
_____________  ST ___ Zip _____________ 
____) ______________ 
e (_____) _______________ 
ddress ________________________________     
__________                                      

Change-of-Address Form 
__________(last 5 digits) 
_____________________________________ 
_____________________________________ 
____________  ST ___ Zip _____________ 
____) ______________ 
e (_____) _______________ 
dress ________________________________     
__________                                      
tatement of Members 

 know of an ACA member that has dropped 
lub membership but would like to reinstate it, 
y have to do is pay the current year fees and 
ly the $12.00 to have new signs and badges 
 

NEYS END 

wishes to extend its sincere condolences to the 
es and friends of the following members whose 
g has been reported to us: 

 Panch   North Carolina 

Aguanga (Temecula, CA) for the ACA rally in 
March.  For that achievement, Dave Fernandez 
received the promised kiss from Gale Johnson!  
While here, we gained 4 new members for SoCal.  
We had our own heavy hors d’ oeuvres night at 
Russ and Lois Thomas’ beautiful lot at Outdoor 
Resorts, and an ice cream social evening followed 
by a membership meeting.  We also sat together at 
many of the ACA gatherings and caused a general 
ruckus.  Our thanks go to David and Donna 
Fernandez for coordinating this rally within a rally 
for us. 
 
We just returned from our first week-long rally in 
early June at Huachuca City/ Tombstone, AZ.  
There were 12 coaches in attendance, and what a 
week we had.  We started with a wonderful 
Mexican dinner, complete with mariachis and 
fabulous margaritas, held at the beautiful home of 
Bud and Shirley Brooks in nearby Sierra Vista.  
The Brooks are long time close friends of Dan and 
Margaret Oriente, our wagon-masters for this rally.  
We toured Tombstone (the “town that never dies”), 
Fort Huachuca (home of the Buffalo Soldiers), 
Ramsey Canyon (for the Hummingbirds), 
Kartchner Caverns (a MUST SEE), Bisbee, and 
Tubac (the artist colony), among other places of 
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interest.  It was fairly hot for most of our stay here, so 
several attendees used that as an excuse to spend 
more than a few hours at Big Nose Kate’s (an historic 
saloon in Tombstone)…look at our website for some 
fun pictures.  The Tombstone Territories RV Park is 
a great place to stay (out in the middle of nowhere, 
but in the center of everything) with a wonderful 80 
year old man who owns it and provides the social 
atmosphere…karaoke anyone???  Thank you Dan 
and Margaret, and assistants Bud and Pam Johnson, 
for hosting this great rally. 
 
SoCal has about 50 member coaches, and we always 
have a lot of fun when we get together.  All ACA 
members who live full or part time in Southern 
California or Southern Nevada are welcome to join 
our chapter, and any ACA member is welcome to 
attend our rallies if you are in the area.  For chapter 
and rally information, please visit our website: 
www.alpinesocal.com.  Or, you can contact our 
president, Dave Fernandez, at 
d2dfernand@verizon.net for information. 
 
Upcoming rallies: 
 
September 8 – 10 Wine Country RV Resort 
   Paso Robles, CA 
Wagonmasters:  Tom & Patty Dietrich  
tpdietrich@sbcglobal.net 
Assistants:         Mike & Nancy Ley  
mbley1@msn.com 
 
October 6 – 8 Diaz Lake Dry Camping 

Lone Pine, CA - Film Festival 
Wagonmasters:    Keith & Lynette Legare 
jkleg@aol.com 
 
February 16 – 18 Outdoor Resorts of Las Vegas 
  Las Vegas, NV 
Wagonmasters:    Jim & Stephanie Archer 
jwarcher@cox.net 
 
April 27 – 30   Golden Village Palms RV Resort  
                Hemet, CA 
Wagonmasters:  Jim & Polly Klinko 
jpklinko@aol.com 
 
 
Eastern Chapter (ACE) 
Sandy Munsil 
 
On April 6th four ACE members, along with friends 
of the Munsils, met at International RV Park & 
Campground, Dayton Beach, Florida.  Everyone 
gathered at Carolyn & Marcus Summers’ coach to 
plan our drive to the rally the next morning.  We 

spent our days looking at all the new coaches and 
visiting the vender booths.  In the evenings, we 
would meet back at the coaches for social hour.  
Marcus and Carolyn made quesadillas for the 
group one evening, the rest of the time those that 
hadn't eaten too much during the day went out to 
eat.  Most of the group left for home on 
Sunday.  We would like to thank Carolyn and 
Marcus for organizing this rally.   
  
Our next rally will be August 1-4 in Bangor, 
Maine.  We hope to see everyone there.  The 
Bugbee's have worked hard to organize our rally 
and we are looking forward to a great turnout.  
Visit our web site at www.ace-rv.com.  
 
Fulltimers Chapter 
Maureen Dahl 
 
Greetings from the Fulltimers Chapter. 
  
Well, there is not much to report this time.  The 
Fulltimers must be busy with their wanderings, 
as there has not been much in the chat group 
communications. 
  
We do know that a few are planning on attending 
the Gillette, WY rally, so hopefully there will be 
a report after that.  We have heard from the 
Richards and they will be having a busy spring, 
summer and fall with their caravans, all the 
way from the Canadian Maritimes to New 
Orleans.  They plan to attend DRR VI in January, 
so we look forward to hearing all about their 
adventures then.  The Dahls are wandering in the 
Northeast this summer.  We just finished visiting 
the Finger Lakes and Niagara and are now at the 
1,000 Islands then will move into the 
Adirondacks, Vermont & New Hampshire. 
  
We plan on attending Homecoming in Nashville 
and hope to get some interest in a pre-rally.  So if 
any of you are planning on attending and would 
be interested in a pre-rally, give us a holler.  We 
are also hoping that the rally organizers will be 
able to arrange a way for the Fulltimers to park 
together at the rally. 
  
Have a great summer and let us know via the chat 
room how you are all doing and what you are up 
to. 
  
Happy and safe travels to you all. 
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Northwest (NoWACA) 
Barbara Smith 
 
The Northwest Chapter of the Alpine Coach 
Association gathered in Dayton, Oregon, May 4 
through 6 for our first annual meeting and first 
official rally.  
 
Larry Smith was elected President; Mike Gamble, 
President-Elect; and Linda Emory, 
Secretary/Treasurer. The first official act of the 
Board was to appoint Fred Royce to the Past-
President position on the Board. The position of 
Rally Director will be appointed by the Board at a 
future date. Kathy Nicholsen was appointed Rally 
Committee Chair.  
 
Everyone agreed that the first rally was a success and 
a good time was had by all. The Portland/Dayton RV 
Park was very accommodating and everyone echoed 
that they thought it was a great place for a rally.  
 
Those in the group who visited the Evergreen Air 
Museum learned a lot of aviation history from our 
tour leader. The Spruce Goose is the draw to the 
museum, but there is a surprisingly large number of 
other aircraft housed in what seems like a small 
space. The museum is surrounded by vineyards, and 
the last stop on the tour is their wine tasting room. 
 
In the spirit of Cinco de Mayo, the Board challenged 
each other to a margarita “cook-off”. A Mexican 
themed potluck was held Friday night followed by a 
Mexican Train Domino tournament. Following the 
annual meeting on Saturday, the afternoon was spent 
touring wineries. Dinner was spent together at 
McMenamin’s Hotel Oregon in McMinnville. 
 
The next rally: 
 
August 17 – 20 Woodburn Oregon 
Wagonmasters:  Elaine and Jim Ellis 
jeellis7@msn.com 

  
 
Northern California (Norcal) 
Pat Abernathy 
 
NorCal held its first official rally at Gilroy Garlic 
Farm from April 7 – 9.   Due to Stan and Pat 
Abernathy’s travels to Alaska this summer, there is 
no opportunity to organize another rally for 2006.  
Therefore, NorCal’s next meeting will be in 
Quartzsite at DRR VI in January.  At that meeting, 
the plan is to finalize the chapter’s birth, to become 
an official chapter of ACA. 

Meanwhile, prospective members of NorCal 
attending ACA’s Charlotte and/or Nashville rallies 
are encouraged to organize a breakfast for our little 
group while in those locations.   
 
Frank Halasz is compiling an email list for our 
group.  Please contact him at fhalasz@swpc.com to 
get on that list. 
 
Please contact Stan and Pat Abernathy at 
paabern@aol.com or 510.701.7026 for information 
about our group.  We will be welcoming members 
primarily from Northern California (about San 
Francisco/Sacramento and north) and Northern 
Nevada (about Reno and north). 
 
Next year will be a great year for NorCal!! 
 
TEXANS 
Louis Burch 
 
We, the TEXANS, have had only one rally.  Four 
coaches met at Jerry and Gay Lacey's in Marble 
Falls, TX for four days.  It was there that we agreed 
to and submitted to the ACA board, a set of by-
laws.  The bylaws were approved with minor 
corrections. 
  
We did not plan any other rallies but agreed to 
contact each other when and if we would be out in 
our coaches so that others could join in if possible.   
  
Other than all having a wonderful time together in 
Marble Falls and checking out some outstanding 
local eateries, not much else has happened with the 
TEXANS. 
 
If you are interested in joining the fun with the 
TEXANS, please contact Louis and Linda Burch at 
labsr@aol.com. 
 
Contact list for existing or planned chapters: 
SoCal  David & Donna Fernandez 
  d2dfernand@verizon.net 
  909-923-2400 
 
ACE  Jesse & Shirley Rumberger 
  jsrumberger@aol.com 
  941-792-1218 
 
Fulltimers Maureen Dahl 
  wandern.two@verizon.net 
   425-466-1445 
NoWACA Larry & Barbara Smith 
  typsmith@olypen.com 
  360-437-2913 
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NorCal  Stan & Pat Abernathy 
  paabern@aol.com 
  510-701-7026 
 
TEXANS Louis & Linda Burch 
  labsr@aol.com 
  940-240-3251 
 
Midwest  Ted & Kay Watts 
  themowatts@aol.com 
  636-926-0024 
 
 
My husband, John, and I would like to wish all of 
you health, happiness and safe travels wherever you 
go! 
 
 

SPECIAL PROJECTS 

   Ray Schemanske 
 
 
I am writing this article from our home back in 
Michigan. We returned mid April and it seems since 
then, it has been non-stop projects. I didn’t realize I 
left so many unfinished when we left in November, 
or maybe Chris is adding to the list faster than I can 
finish them. On the club project for Policies and 
Procedures I have been moving forward, but recently 
stalled due to surgery for a detached retina. I expect 
to make out okay, but will still struggle for about 6 
more weeks with the gas bubble effect in the eye. 
Summer has arrived here in Michigan and the 
weather is very pleasant. For anyone who may be 
visiting it appears our fuel is in the $2.80 to 
$2.95 range. 
I will have more updates in the next newsletter. Hope 
to see you at the pre-rally in Charlotte, N. C. 
 
 
READERSHIP INPUT 
I would like to encourage all of you to provide input 
to the ACA Newsletter. There are various services; 
products or campgrounds that we all experience that 
are worth sharing with our fellow Alpine Coach 
owners. Anytime you find something that you would 
like to share with the membership, send the article on 
to me and I will try to use as much of the material 

that is sent to me as possible.  I can be contacted by 
e-mail at: blg86@alert-net.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
WRV NEWS 
Dave Woodall 

 
Western Recreational Vehicles, Inc. Again Named 
by Washington CEO Magazine as one of 
Washington State’s Top 150 Private Companies 
 
YAKIMA, WA May 11th, 2006 – Western 
Recreational Vehicles, Inc. (Western RV) is proud 
to announce its inclusion in Washington CEO 
magazine’s 16th annual list of the “Top 150 Private 
Companies in Washington State”, just released in 
the magazine’s May issue. 

For information sharing on the Web 
go to: 

www.IRV2.com 
and click on Alpine Coach Owners 
Forum. 

 
“This past year has been a busy yet gratifying one 
for us” said Burk Morgan, Vice President and 
Director of Sales for the company’s Alpine Coach 
line, “We opened our new, 39,000 square foot, 
state-of-the-art customer service facility, 
introduced three entirely new product lines, and 
debuted our exclusive SmartBed system; a system 
we’ve developed and are in the process of 
patenting that revolutionizes the way cargo is 
accessed and stored in motor coaches. We’re 
pleased that consumers have responded to these 
initiatives and we really have them to thank for 
Western RV’s ability to retain its place on 
Washington CEO’s Top 150 list for 2006.” 
 
When asked if the company could top its 2006 
results, Morgan had this to say; “Absolutely. 
We’ve made a few personnel moves in key areas, 
realigned job responsibilities, and streamlined our 
sales efforts; all with the goal of improving our 
ability to leverage these great new product lines 
and technologies to their fullest extent. In addition, 
we’ll have a line of Sport Utility Fifth Wheels to 
introduce this year, which represents a new 
category for us, and perhaps an expansion of the 
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Alpenlite Villa Series Fifth Wheel line. In short, 
we’re very excited about what 2007 holds for 
Western RV and its customers.” 
 
About Western RV - Western Recreational Vehicles, 
Inc. is a family owned manufacturer of motorized and 
towable recreational vehicles founded more than 35 
years ago and located in Yakima, Washington.  
Partner dealerships are located throughout the United 
States and Canada.  The company is recognized as a 
leader in the production of high-quality design-
engineered recreational vehicles appealing to today’s 
demanding full-time and casual-use RV consumer.  
The company currently manufactures the Alpine 
Coach motor coach, the proprietary Peak Chassis 
upon which the Alpine Coach is built, as well as 
Alpenlite Fifth-Wheels and Truck Campers. 
 
TECH TIPS  
 
Lowell Potvin - I found this article in a MH book 
 
Go With the Flow 
For a long time I have been trying to come up with a 
way to add bleach to my 
RV’s water tank (to clean and purify the water 
system). There really is no way to “inject” bleach or 
water freshener, and filling the water hose – then 
trying to connect it to the water inlet – can turn into a 
mess. I found that a Miracle-Gro sprayer is just the 
thing. All I had to do to make it work for RV use was 
to re-drill the input hole (in the bottom of the cap) to 
match the output hole. When you purchase a Miracle-
Gro sprayer, the input hole is only 1/16th inch in 
diameter (to mix the chemical fertilizer at a set rate). 
Since we want to get the bleach or water freshener in 
as soon as possible, increasing the size of the input 
hole does the trick. Then, just fill the bowl with 
bleach or baking soda, and fill ‘er up. It can even be 
put between two hoses or attached directly to the RV 
water inlet. 
 
If you have any suggestions or problems you have 
solved on your own, please send them to me and I 
will see that they get printed in this column, which 
could benefit other members. 

 
 
ALPINE COACH MART 
 
Ads are $10.00 for a 2.5 inch by 3 inch ad (business 
card size). Additional space is $10.00 for another 2.5 
inches by 3 inches. Ads may be for Alpine Coaches, 
and related furniture or equipment.  To place an ad, 
contact Beverly Grams at:   blg86@alert-net.com.  
 

2006  40' Alpine Coach Limited MDTS  
List price $343,500, sale price $290,000 Firm. 
Exterior/Interior colors Brandywine, Natural 
Cherry cabinets and floor, all major options.  
Mileage 6,000, garaged, non-smoker - no pets 
John Heitzenroder 
610 216 1135 or email: jheitzenro@aol.com  

 
 
 
ACA MARKETPLACE 
 
Ads may be Business Card Size and there is a 
charge for running the ad. One ad is $40.00, two 
ads are $70.00 and four ads are $120.00, payable in 
advance of placing the ads. Please contact the 
newsletter editor regarding running an ad. 
 
 

 
 
 

     
 

      MOBILE RV OIL SERVICES 
"We come to you" 

Gas and Diesel Engines 
Allison Transmissions 

Onan Generators 
Jim Fulkerson  (505) 269-1133 

Albuquerque, NM 
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Rally Calendar  

DATES 
2006 

LOCATION HOST 
CHAPTER 

CONTACT 

August     1 -  4 FL    Maine  “ACE” 
Fall Rally 

Eastern Jesse & Shirley Rumberger 
jsrumberger@aol.com or 
941-792-1218 

August     8 - 13 NC 
Mocksville/Lexington“Charlotte
FMCA     Pre-Rally”     Forest 
Lake Thousand Trails 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or  
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 

August    17 - 20 OR   Woodburn NoWACA Elaine and Jim Ellis 
jeellis7@msn.com 

September  8 - 10 CA Wine Country RV Resort     
Paso Robles 

SoCAL Tom & Patty Dietrich        
tpdietrich@sbcglobal.net 

October      3 - 8 TN     Nashville 
 “Heritage Rally 2006” 
Nashville KOA  

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or    
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue WA 98015  

October     6 - 8   CA   Lone Pine 
Film Festival 

SoCal Keith & Lynette Legare 
jkleg@aol.com 

2007 Teasers    

January  18 - 23    AZ  Quartzsite  
“Desert Rat Rally VI”    
Location To Be Determined 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or   
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 

February 16 - 18 
 

NV Las Vegas Outdoor Resorts SoCal Jim & Stephanie Archer 
jwarcher@cox.net 
 

March     13 - 18     SC  Hilton Head  “Perry GA  
FMCA Pre-Rally” 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or   
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 

April       27 – 30 
 

CA  Hemet  
Golden Village Palm 

SoCal Jim & Polly Klinko 
jpklinko@aol.com 

August      7 - 12      OR  Newport  “Redmond OR 
FMCA Pre-Rally” 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or   
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 

October    9 - 13     
 

NM  Albuquerque  
“Heritage Rally 2007” 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or   
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 

2008 Teasers 
January 
Date To Be Determined 

AZ  Quartzsite DRR VII 
 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or   
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 

 
November 
Date To Be Determined 

MO  Branson 
 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or   
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 

2009 Teaser 
Fall 
Date To Be Determined 

WA   Yakima -  Homecoming 
 

National ACA Rallies 
alpinerallies@aol.com or   
P.O. Box 53486 
Bellevue, WA 98015 
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5808A Summitview, #337 
Yakima, WA  98908 
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ACA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
President – Claudia Gayhart 
Cell:   602-421-6384 
gayhartdc@netzero.net  
 
Treasurer – Kathy Nicholsen 
Home:    541-741-2878   Cell:     541-913-2533 
knicholsen@comcast.net 
 
Secretary – Kay Watts 
Cell:   636-926-0024     
kwattsaca@aol.com 
 
Membership Director – Earlene Bloomquist 
Cell:     509-969-2503  
jebloom@pocketmail.com  
 
Chapter Director – Gail Stacy 
Home:   702-360-8407   Cell:    702-858-0400 
gjstacy@earthlink.net  
 
Director Special Projects – Ray Schemanske 
Home:   734-475-7234   Cell:    734-474-0762 
cschemanske@yahoo.com 
 
Rally Director – Gale Johnson 
Home:   425-452-8700    Cell:    206-619-6562 
alpinerallies@aol.com 
 
VOICE MESSAGE: 509-457-0729  EXTENSION 399 
 
PLEASE LET US KNOW HOW WE CAN ASSIST YOU.
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